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April 29, 2025
MINUTES

All Commissioners were present. Staff and Commissioners recited the pledge at 9:00.
Purchase orders and bills were reviewed and signed. Pending issues were discussed with the
following resolutions approved and signed:

V113-288 Minutes of April 24, 2025:

1%-Sherman  2"-Striker  Roll Call: Sherman-yes, Striker-yes, Rush-yes
V113-289 Release of Funds JFS

1%t-Striker 2"d-Sherman Roll “Call: Rush-yes, Sherman-yes, Striker-yes
V113-290 Deed Release CHIP

1%-Sherman  2"-Striker  Roll Call: Striker-yes, Rush-yes, Sherman-yes
V113-291 Indigent Defense for April

1%t-Striker 2"d-Sherman Roll Call: Sherman-yes, Striker-yes, Rush-yes
Signed: May as Mental Health Awareness Month Proclamation
1%-Sherman  2"-Striker  Roll Call: Sherman-yes, Striker-yes, Rush-yes

All three Commissioners attended the Legislative Breakfast held at the Golf Course on Friday
morning. Friday evening, they all volunteered at the Keep Hardin County Beautiful drive-thru
BBQ dinner at the fairgrounds. Also, they all attended the solid waste meeting held in
Bellefontaine on Monday.

Commissioner Rush attended the FCFC meeting on Monday at the YMCA.

RWE Development for Scioto Ridge Solar updates- Jason Dagger RWE Senior Director and
Cassie Jo Arend Agriculture account Manager with Shift ology Communication- we wanted
to touch base and give updates on progress. The Solar Farm will be in the footprint of the
existing wind farm, start late summer probably September on construction. It will take about a
year to become fully operational. Commissioner Rush- so you anticipate being operational by
fall of 20267 Jason- let’s say December 31, 2026 to be safe. We had hoped to be under
construction right now, but we are under construction in Licking County currently, and that
contractor will shift to this project as they get more done over there. It is a staffing issue; they
can’t do two projects of this size simultaneously. Mastec is the parent company and White
Construction is their subsidiary. You will see White Construction on the vehicles driving
around. We are looking at doing similar construction as the wind farm. We will be posting a
road bond with engineer around July or August. That will be about a $1.5 million road bond.
July is the time frame for OPSB pre-construction meeting. This past year you may have seen
that we seeded where the solar farm will be. It will give the farmers a chance to figure out
how to go around with no fence. It will also allow us to limit mud tracking on the county
roads. I’'m hoping that the seeding of the 1000 acres will limit mud. We will use a little less
than that acreage for the solar farm. | hope we become the poster child for being proactive.
Jeff Billenstein-he is going to do pre routing of drain tile before we get solar panels into place.
He is taking our lay out and working with farmers to prevent damage. This is an attempt to do
that ahead of time. He will start that work in June. Commissioner Sherman- is he doing
mostly mains or everything? Jason- everything and it’s pretty substantial. Some mains can’t
be rerouted. If any person had questions I would direct them to him. Commissioner Rush- it’s
good to be proactive with the soil and drains. Jason- McDonald Township last night, their
concern was roads. | told them we would do something similar to what we did with the wind
farms. | asked them to be the eyes and ears. They wanted to know what kind of fencing we
will have. It will not be chain-link; it will be more agricultural and 8ft high. There will be a
combination of steel and wood posts. Fire prevention and fire safety was another huge
concern. Our solar farm will be managed by the wind farm guys, our facility will remain same
location on 68. Taylor Creek changed their meeting to Saturday so we will not make it to this
month. Do you have any questions? Commissioner Rush- is it on the edge of the wind farm
or in the middle. Jason- northeast side, it is not directly in the middle. It is very close to our
substation that exists now. We will send a map as we get closer to construction. We will have
a complaint line that is same number as the wind farm complaint line. You will see a crane
out there in the next couple of weeks; we are just doing some maintenance on a few turbines.
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Brett and Maggie from the State Auditor’s Office met with all three commissioners, Hardin
County Auditor Mike Bacon, and Hardin County Treasurer Brieanne Sullivan for the Audit
Entrance Conference. ORC 121.22 (D)(2).

Sean with Invenergy with updates- Commissioner Rush-did you make it to the township
meetings? Sean- yes, all three last night. Commissioner Rush- how were they? Sean- good we
had one event that was discussed. We had a small fire on Easter. There was a junction box on
the back of the panel, and it sparked underneath the panel and ignited the tall grass
underneath. It was contained and stopped quickly. Two things I told them. We do have
vegetation contractors out there addressing the tall grass issue. the ems team arrived onsite
and there was an access issue originally. | have a meeting with them today to discuss some
lessons learned. Commissioner Rush- so you found issues and have developed resolutions for
them? Sean- especially with emergency response. Sean- this Monday from now until winter
these issues will be addressed throughout the entire season. | have a few updates: pilot
paperwork for Hardin 1l is submitted and signed off. Hardin Il is being prioritized by our
team to be submitted in mid-May. Reclamation work being done by REZ is out right now
doing the work, we had a slow start they were supposed to start March 15. Now that the
conditions are improving, they are moving forward with that. The work is expected to be
completed by midsummer for Hardin Il and roughly September for Hardin I1l. Road work-we
are working to ensure all funds and road work repairs have been paid for but and the
construction has been done properly. That is expected to go throughout 2025. Commissioner
Rush- any major obstacles or anything with the road work? Sean- no, everything is in place;
Jack is the project manager for the road work. Commissioner Rush- how were the townships
regarding road work? Sean- they were receptive they didn’t have any immediate comments as
far as road work. Our development team is hosting an end of construction celebration on May
28" at ONU to celebrate. | will check with the development team to see who their intended
guests are. Commissioner Rush- everything running well? Sean- yes, our big focus right now
IS vegetation. It is just a matter of project management from now until November to make
sure we’re meeting our height requirements as far as grass and we are spraying. That will be
my main day-to-day task now. No major issues with equipment. Going forward it may be a
quarterly basis on meeting with you.

Roll call resulted as follows:

., YES/NO
President of the Board-Fred M. Rush
., YES/NO
Joseph C. Sherman
, YES/NO
Timothy L. Striker
Attest
Clerk of the Board
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