
May 20, 2025 

 

MINUTES  

Commissioner Rush was absent. Staff and Commissioners recited the pledge at 9:00. 

Purchase orders and bills were reviewed and signed. Pending issues were discussed with the 

following resolutions approved and signed:  

 

V113-307 Minutes of May 13, 2025:  

1st-Sherman 2nd-Striker Roll Call: Sherman-yes, Striker-yes, Rush-absent 

V113-316 Transfer of Funds  

1st-Striker 2nd-Sherman Roll Call: Sherman-yes, Striker-yes 

V113-317 Additional Appropriation  

1st-Sherman 2nd-Striker Roll Call: Striker-yes, Sherman-yes 

V113-318 Buyout M. Gault  

1st-Sherman 2nd-Striker Roll Call: Sherman-yes, Striker-yes 

V113-319 OCT Treasurer Staff  

1st-Striker 2nd-Sherman Roll Call: Sherman-yes, Striker-yes 

Signed:  CC Application Quest FCU for Common Pleas Court  

1st-Striker 2nd-Sherman Roll Call: Sherman-yes, Striker-yes 

  Force Account Contract Asphalt Materials 

1st-Sherman 2nd-Striker Roll Call: Sherman-yes, Striker-yes 

  Road Resurfacing Contract The Shelly Company  

1st-Striker 2nd-Sherman Roll Call: Striker-yes, Sherman-yes 

  Force Account Contract Shelly Materials  

1st-Sherman 2nd-Striker Roll Call: Sherman-yes, Striker-yes 

  Force Account Contract Petroleum Traders Corporation  

1st-Striker 2nd-Sherman Roll Call: Sherman-yes, Striker-yes 

  Force Account Contract L.T. Distributing Inc.  

1st-Sherman 2nd-Striker Roll Call: Sherman-yes, Striker-yes 

  Force Account Contract Duff Stone Quarry 

1st-Striker 2nd-Sherman Roll Call: Striker-yes, Sherman-yes 

 

Commissioner Sherman attended the Soil and Water meeting on Thursday, the HCCBA 

meeting on Friday, and on Saturday both him and Commissioner Striker attended the full 

scale drill put on by our EMA/LEPC departments at Durez.  

 

Craig Riedel Candidate for Ohio Senate- We’re staying steadily busy; I have several events 

every day. I am running for Senate District 1. I live in Defiance. I worked in the Steel industry 

for 27 years. I went to OSU and became a civil engineer. Newport steel. I served 3 terms as a 

State Rep. I’m very excited about this opportunity. I will hit the ground running, there is a 

learning curve. How are things in Hardin County? Commissioner Striker- well our downtown 

area is currently torn up as we work on revitalization. Wind and solar are two big issues in our 

county currently. Craig- I was a sponsor of Senate Bill 52. Pretty much how I got elected 

especially in Van Wert County. Commissioner Sherman- sounds like there is a movement for 

no more property taxes. This affects so many different entities. This would be a huge hit to 

our general fund, plus school districts, MRDD, Sheriff, Veterans etc. Do you have any ideas 

on how to offset that if it comes to fruition in Hardin County? There would be a lot of issues. 

Craig- it’s a terrible idea. The solution is not to eliminate property tax. Ultimately it will fall 

back to general assembly. It is our job to educate our citizens. How are you guys doing 

financially? Commissioners- were sitting very good. Hardin County is out of debt and doing 

good. Craig- working in the private sector for 27 years, my passion is bringing good jobs to 

places like Hardin County. That solves so many problems. It is so important that you have 

good paying jobs in your community. I am an advocate for eliminating income tax. We need 

to incentivize, especially our young people, to want to stay and work in Ohio. That is a 

passion of mine. I was fortunate enough in my personal life to have a great job and provide 

for my family.  So now I am doing this to give back. I promise you if I have a chance to be 

your Senator I will be here and I will care for Hardin County as much as all my other 

Counties in NW Ohio. Call or text and I will respond as quickly as I can. I look at this as you 

are my customers and I am working for you. Thank you for having me. Please reach out to me 

if you need anything.  



Amber Conley with April updates- Fraud had 27 referrals with 8 claims being established. 

Food assistance served 1658 families for a total of $631,954.00. Children Services had 75 

allegations, 28 kids in custody, and $74,375 in board and care costs. Transportation served 

116 individuals making 845 one-way trips. On May 1st  we did a ride along with Ty 

Matthews, he met with me and some of my staff and talked about things he’s seeing. He went 

with my staff and did a home visit. He seemed very interested in child welfare and the things 

we provide here in the community. I’m hoping it’s not the last time he wants to come and 

spend some time with us. April, we wrapped up child abuse awareness month. Commissioner 

Striker- you’re doing a good job. Amber- it’s my staff, I get to come here and share all the 

hard work they’re doing,  

 

Paul Osborne- public participation- I want to let you know that preliminary engineering study 

that you so graciously funded, is going forward. Meeting with engineers at Wessler 

engineering. The EPA is going to force our hand and the farthest we can push it back is 2029. 

We have that in process I’m excited about it. Other than that, we have the Ray Brown project, 

I want to give props to the historical museums. ONU History department funded the plaque. 

This is a big deal. We have a rich history in Alger. We want to celebrate him for how 

successful he was in his life, especially for the time. We have masonry we want to do. We are 

going to make an entrance gate using local guys to do it. We’re going to get drainage done to 

the field from the playground, remodel concession stands, and cameras will be put up. I want 

major league baseball to know about this. Negro hall of fame in Alabama has been contacted. 

We appreciate all the help you guys have given.  

 

Roll call resulted as follows:   

  

____________ABSENT ___________, YES/NO 

President of the Board-Fred M. Rush  

                         

         

  ___________________________________, YES/NO 

     Joseph C. Sherman  

     

     ___________________________________, YES/NO 

     Timothy L. Striker 

 

Attest_________________________ 

          Clerk of the Board  

 

           V113 

              320 

        


