
July 15, 2025 

 

MINUTES  

 

All Commissioners were present. Staff and Commissioners recited the pledge at 9:00. 

Purchase orders and bills were reviewed and signed. Pending issues were discussed with the 

following resolutions approved and signed:  

 

V114-45 Minutes of July 10, 2025:  

1st-Sherman 2nd-Striker Roll Call: Sherman-yes, Striker-yes, Rush-yes 

V114-46 Resignation M. Frost SSWII 

1st-Striker 2nd-Sherman Roll Call: Rush-yes, Sherman-yes, Striker-yes 

V114-47 Release of Funds JFS 

1st-Sherman 2nd-Striker Roll Call: Striker-yes, Rush-yes, Sherman-yes 

V114-48 Payment of Bills to Ditch Maintenance 

1st-Striker 2nd-Sherman Roll Call: Sherman-yes, Striker-yes, Rush-yes 

V114-49 Resignation K. Carney  

1st-Sherman 2nd-Striker Roll Call: Sherman-yes, Striker-yes, Rush-yes 

 

Richard Lawson provided a quote to remove and replace the foam insulation in the annex 

parking garage. Commissioners agreed to go for more bids. The second quote that Richard 

presented was for centennial preservation to repair the granite corners around the west side of 

the courthouse. The Commissioners are going to talk with the Mayor and decide when the 

best time for this repair will be.  

 

Commissioner Sherman moved to approve the option for Davis and Newcomer to be our new 

elevator maintenance company. The option agreed upon was for $80 a month. Commissioner 

Striker seconded the motion. Roll Call: Rush-yes, Sherman-yes, Striker-yes V114-50 

 

All three Commissioner’s attended the Tree Town Festival Parade on Friday in Forest. Each 

one expressed what a nice parade it was. Everything was organized and nicely put together as 

always. Forest does a nice job with their festival.   

 

Commissioner Striker attended the Kenton City Council meeting to witness the second 

reading of the rezoning application for the oakleaf school building. It passed the second 

reading and now passed to the third reading.   

 

Nick Bundren with Land and Liberty Coalition- non profit in support of renewable energy. 

I am here to learn from you three. We are on an 88 county tour of Ohio. I normally ask 8 

standardized questions, but today I have a few different ones for you. How has it been since 

they have been completed? Was there opposition in the beginning? Commissioner Rush- very 

little formal opposition. Commissioner Striker- they had several meetings prior to sb52. As 

commissioners we left it up to the townships and just set the pilot amounts. Solar I complete, 

II, III in final paperwork stages. Scioto ridge starting solar project they already have wind 

energy. Nick- it sounds like you all have been blessed with good developers. Not like 

Bellefontaine a few months ago and Marion this past year. Did you have requests from 

townships? Commissioner Rush- yes what has happened is 10/15 of our townships have 

restricted large solar and wind projects for future development. There is a 30-day referendum. 

Nick- from the township perspective. Was it saturation or problems with the companies? 

Commissioner Sherman joe- it wasn’t really either it was based on the townships and their 

citizens. Commissioner Rush- we decided in the beginning that we were keeping the county 

open. We decided that the trustees could come to us if they wanted to fight it. Nick-how have 

the schools been since the energy has come in? Commissioner Striker- we don’t have any data 

on performance but financially they are doing really well. Ems has also benefited it’s been a 

windfall for them. We’ve been keeping our eye on property tax issues. Nick- there are so 

many that we met with that think it would not be a good thing for the county. If you had to 

give advice what would you tell someone with opposition. Commissioner Sherman- whoever 

comes in has to have a good spokesperson to explain what they are going to do. Whoever 

wants to sell it has to go to every meeting there is and address the opposition right up front. 

You have to have someone who can sell it. Commissioner Striker- some of the complaints 



have been people moving to the country from city limits then solar going up beside them. 

Would they be mad if it were a barn? We have had a lot of complaints about roads and you 

have to make sure you are taking these complaints seriously. Commissioner Sherman-Hardin 

county is very agricultural.  Rush- our roads will be in better shape than what they were, I 

think, once it’s all said and done. Nick- we tell counties all the time you need to make these 

companies give you every single dollar you can. Take it and run with it. the incentive is for 

the funding that is coming in. Nick- it takes courage to be forward thinking and not just think 

of status quo. I think other counties would benefit hearing about Hardin County.  

 

Amber Conley updates- Month of June had 19 fraud referrals creating 9 claims. Food 

assistance served 1640 families totaling $604,522. Children Services had 36 allegations, with 

10 investigations. There are currently 24 kids in custody which has decreased by 5 since last 

month so that is positive. Transportation served 111 individuals making 684 one-way trips.  

I would like August 1st for children’s services to close at 10 am. The sheriff office is putting 

on a self-defense class for the employees. We will put our on-call practice in effect. The 

training will be in the sheriff department. Commissioner Sherman- you will be missed, and 

you have done a lot of good work in your time here. Amber- I have had nothing but positive 

experiences coming here for the last four years. I could never say enough positive things 

about working for Hardin County. I feel very fortunate that you all have trusted me to build 

the programs here and it hasn’t been easy, but it’s been worth it. Commissioner Rush- thank 

you.  

 

Roll call resulted as follows:   

  

___________________     ______________, YES/NO 

President of the Board-Fred M. Rush  

                         

         

  ___________________________________, YES/NO 

     Joseph C. Sherman  

     

     ____________                _______________, YES/NO 

     Timothy L. Striker 

 

Attest_________________________ 

          Clerk of the Board  

 

           V114 

                51 

         


