
May 21, 2026 
 
MINUTES  
 
Staff and Commissioners recited the pledge at 9:00. Purchase orders and bills were reviewed 
and signed. Pending issues were discussed with the following resolutions approved and 
signed:  
 
V115-276 Minutes of May 19, 2026: 
1st-Rush 2nd-Sherman Roll Call: Rush-yes, Sherman-yes 
V115-277 Transfer of Funds to Ditch Maintenance 
1st-Sherman 2nd-Rush Roll Call: Rush-yes, Sherman-yes 
V115-278 Reallocation of Funds  
1st-Rush 2nd-Sherman Roll Call: Sherman-yes, Rush-yes 
V115-279 Payment of Bills to Ditch Maintenance 
1st-Sherman 2nd-Rush Roll Call: Sherman-yes, Rush-yes 
V115-280 Payment of Bills to Ditch Maintenance 
1st-Rush 2nd-Sherman Roll Call: Rush-yes, Sherman-yes 
V115-281 Approve Payment to Dennis Hinton for Ed TV invoice at Fairgrounds 
1st-Sherman 2nd-Rush Roll Call: Sherman-yes, Rush-yes 
V115-282 JB Networks Quote #2000 Fairgrounds fiber optics  
1st-Rush 2nd-Sherman Roll Call: Sherman-yes, Rush-yes 
V115-283 JB Networks Quote #2004 Fairgrounds fiber optics 
1st-Sherman 2nd-Rush Roll Call: Rush-yes, Sherman-yes 
V115-284 Payment of Bills to Ditch Maintenance   
1st-Rush 2nd-Sherman Roll Call: Sherman-yes, Rush-yes 
V115-285 Bills  
1st-Sherman 2nd-Rush Roll Call: Rush-yes, Sherman-yes 
Signed:  Rumpke Contract 
1st-Rush 2nd-Sherman Roll Call: Rush-yes, Sherman-yes 
Commissioner Striker joined the meeting. He was in attendance at the Safety Council meeting 
this morning.  
 
The Veterans Service Office submitted its budget in accordance with ORC requirements. The 
Commissioners received and reviewed the submission. 
 
Commissioner Rush moved to approve the quote for Air Force One for the replacement of an 
actuator on a air handler unit at the Annex building. The quote is for $1107.50 and will come 
from the permanent improvement fund 4000-1100-504145. Commissioner Striker seconded 
the motion. Roll Call: All ayes V115-286 
 
Commissioner Rush moved to approve the signing of the engagement letter and the payment 
of the $5,000.00 retainer fee to Holbrook and Manter for the Museum audit. Commissioner 
Striker seconded the motion. Roll Call: All ayes V115-287 
 
Commissioner Sherman attended the soil and water meeting this morning.  
Commissioner Rush will be attending the Area 8 meeting today.  
Keith Severns – EMA Updates 

• Annual Exercise/Drill: 
The annual exercise is complete, and all required documentation was submitted 
successfully. The submission received positive feedback (“kudos”) for quality. Eight 
of the thirteen objectives were completed during a single event, which significantly 
reduces requirements over the next three years and will result in cost savings. 

• Recent Spill Incidents: 
Three spills occurred over the past month: 

1. South Main Street (Railcar Leak): 
A railcar leaked an unknown substance into an electrical yard, killing grass in 
the area. The car had already been removed, so the chemical could not be 
identified. 



2. May 15 –(Manure Spill): 
Approximately 300–400 gallons of liquid manure were spilled. Soil and Water 
Conservation managed the situation. The spill was allowed to dry and was then 
flushed from the roadway. The farmer remained on-site until cleanup was 
completed. 

3. May 17 – Hospital (Diesel Spill): 
A large diesel spill occurred involving a backup generator truck. The vehicle 
was not level when delivered, and as temperatures rose, the diesel expanded. 
Faulty vents caused fuel to overflow into a nearby sewer drain. 

 The smell of diesel was first noticed around 11:00 PM, with the leak 
beginning around 11:30 PM. 

 The Fire Department was called around 1:30 PM; upon arrival, they 
leveled the truck, stopping the leak. 

 Initial concern was that diesel could reach the river; however, response 
teams, including the EPA, inspected manholes and the river. A 
containment boom was placed at the last point diesel was detected. 

 There was difficulty obtaining information from the vendor regarding 
fuel capacity. The tank was reported to be filled to 86% but was 
measured at 93%. 

 Security footage confirmed limited flow toward the drain, and most 
diesel did not reach the sewer system. 

 The EPA was satisfied with the outcome. It is believed the spill was 
caused by vendor error; however, the hospital received the cleanup bill. 

 Follow-up indicated that at least two inches of rainfall would be 
required to move contaminants further through the system, suggesting 
future incidents could be contained in that area.Overall, it has been a 
busy month for spill response, though none were considered severe. 

• Governor’s Visit: 
The visit was successful. Notification was received from the Governor’s security team 
approximately one week in advance. The Governor utilized his own security team. 

• Crawford County Drill Evaluation (May 6): 
Keith evaluated their Public Information Officer (PIO) process. 

• Durez Meeting (May 12): 
Durez was highly commended for efforts to improve public awareness, safety, and 
transparency. They provide accessible information about on-site materials via signage 
and online access. Public attendance at meetings remains low. 

• Upcoming EMA Event (July 8): 
Hardin County will host the Northwest Sector EMA monthly meeting at the Safety 
Center. 

• LEPC Staffing: 
Abe’s last day will be May 29. Only one application has been received to date. Keith 
will assume LEPC responsibilities until the position is filled. 

• Loss Control / Fairgrounds Update: 
Loss control activities remain active. At the fairgrounds, block work has not yet 
started. Follow-up will occur. Grounds are otherwise in good condition. 

 
______________        _______ __, YES/NO 
President of the Board-Joseph C. Sherman   

                         
         
  _____________       __________, YES/NO 

     Fred M. Rush   
     
     _______                         __________, YES/NO 
     Timothy L. Striker 
 
Attest________________________ Clerk of the Board                                   V115-288
         


