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July 23, 2026 
 
MINUTES  
 
Staff and Commissioners recited the pledge at 9:00. Purchase orders and bills were reviewed 
and signed. Pending issues were discussed with the following resolutions approved and 
signed:  
 
V116-104 Minutes of July 21, 2026: 
1st-Rush 2nd-Striker Roll Call: Rush-yes, Sherman-yes, Striker-yes 
V116-105 Release of Funds  
1st-Striker 2nd-Rush Roll Call: Striker-yes, Rush-yes, Sherman-yes 
V116-106 Ditch Maintenance Reimbursement of Funds 
1st-Rush 2nd-Striker Roll Call: Striker-yes, Sherman-yes, Rush-yes 
V116-107 Ditch Maintenance Reimbursement to Pike Repair 
1st-Striker 2nd-Rush Roll Call: Sherman-yes, Striker-yes, Rush-yes 
V116-108 Payment of Bills from Ditch Maintenance 
1st-Rush 2nd-Striker Roll Call: Rush-yes, Sherman-yes, Striker-yes 
V116-109 Bills  
1st-Striker 2nd-Rush Roll Call: Sherman-yes, Striker-yes, Rush-yes 
 
Commissioner Rush moved to approve an invoice from Buchenroth Excavating for leveling 
stone and compacting material from the rabbit barn for a total $3975.00 to come from fund # 
4000-1100-504274. Commissioner Striker seconded the motion. Roll Call: Sherman-yes, 
Striker-yes, Rush-yes V116-110 
 
ONU Legal Clinic – Liannie Parahoo, Staff Attorney & Assistant Director 

• Liannie Parahoo provided an overview of the ONU Legal Clinic in Lima, which offers 
free legal services to low-income residents, including many clients from Hardin 
County. 

• The clinic primarily handles domestic relations and probate cases and utilizes certified 
law students, under attorney supervision, to assist clients and gain practical legal 
experience. 

• ONU and the University of Toledo have received a grant to expand legal services and 
help address attorney shortages in rural counties, including Hardin County. 

• As part of the grant, the clinic hopes to offer services closer to residents by meeting 
clients locally rather than requiring travel to Lima. 

• Liannie said transportation, work schedules, and other barriers can make it difficult for 
some residents to access services. 

• The clinic is seeking access to a small meeting space in Hardin County for scheduled 
client appointments and application meetings. 

• The space would only require a desk and chairs, would not be used as a permanent 
office, and no files or equipment would be stored on-site as records are maintained 
electronically. 

• Grant funding will cover staffing costs, including an additional attorney and two law 
fellows. The county's only potential contribution would be meeting space. 

• Services are expected to begin in spring 2027, with hiring taking place this fall and 
winter. 

• The long-term goal is to encourage more attorneys to establish practices in rural 
communities. 

• Liannie requested consideration of available meeting space and noted confirmation 
this fall would be helpful, although space would not be needed until late January. 

 
 
Kenton City Updates – Mayor Lynn Webb and Safety Service Director Cindy Murray- 
Bridge Project 

• Thanked the County Engineer's Office for its assistance coordinating repairs to the 
bridge, allowing it to reopen. 

• Requests for Qualifications (RFQs) for engineering design services are due tomorrow 
for the bridge replacement project. 
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• The project was originally scheduled through ODOT for 2030 but has been moved up 
to 2029. 

• Lynn noted comments from Mark Doll that similar bridge designs used through the 
state have experienced failures and the issue is not unique to Kenton's bridge. 

Infrastructure and Streetscape Projects 
• Sidewalk improvements extending toward Walmart are progressing well. 
• A meeting is scheduled tomorrow regarding sanitary sewer and infrastructure 

improvements in the Wayne and Leighton area. 
• Streetscape improvements are planned from Market Street to Wayne Street. 
• Lynn reported the city presented a Small Cities grant application for improvements 

from Jacob Parrott Boulevard to Broadway Street, including:  
o Storm sewer improvements 
o Curbs and gutters 
o Sidewalks 
o Water and sewer infrastructure 

• The city partnered with the hospital in support of the application. 
• Grant awards are expected to be announced at the end of August. 

Health Department Collaboration 
• Lynn provided an update regarding previous discussions involving the Health 

Department. 
• City officials met with Prosecutor Brad Bailey, Dionne, and Sgt. Fenwick to discuss 

nuisance abatement issues and clarify responsibilities between the city and Health 
Department. 

• The city is exploring ways to better assist residents, including providing information 
and contact resources through the city's website. 

• Lynn emphasized the importance of improving communication and cooperation while 
being mindful of staff workloads. 

Municipal Building Cleaning 
• Cindy asked whether the county's cleaning staff might be available to provide cleaning 

services at the municipal building. 
• Services would likely be needed once per week for common areas, restrooms, 

hallways, and the courtroom, with additional cleaning as needed for areas such as 
holding cells. 

• Commissioner Rush asked whether the city had considered a private cleaning service. 
• Lynn stated they have explored that option but found the costs to be high and are 

continuing to evaluate alternatives. 
 
 
JFS update with Julie Gossard, Abram Deweese, Johnnie Miller, and Terrie Robinson-  
Julie requested executive session per ORC 121.22 (G)(1) to discuss certain personnel matters 
including appointment, dismissal, discipline, and promotion. Julie requested that Johnnie 
Miller, Terrie Robinson, and Abram Deweese all be invited to stay for the executive session.  
Commissioner Striker moved to enter into executive session with Julie, Abram, Johnnie, and 
Terrie at 10:20 am. Per ORC 121.22 (G)(1) to discuss certain personnel matters. 
Commissioner Rush seconded the motion. Roll Call: Sherman-yes, Rush-yes, Striker-yes. 
Commissioner Sherman announced the end of executive session at 11:05. No action was 
taken.  
 
 
The commissioners went to the Dog Pound, transfer station, and engineers’ office today as 
part of the yearly building tours.  
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______________        _______ __, YES/NO 
President of the Board-Joseph C. Sherman   

                         
         
  _____________       __________, YES/NO 

     Fred M. Rush   
     
     _______                         __________, YES/NO 
     Timothy L. Striker 
 
Attest_________________________ 
          Clerk of the Board         
                 V116-111  
  


